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Mito Kodokan
(One of Japan Heritages designated in 2015 /

Educational Heritage from Early-Modern Japan (1568-1868) :
The Origins of Academics and Decorum)
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思いを馳せ、そして楽しむ

The World of Cultural  Heritage

1 Educational Heritage from Early-Modern Japan(1568-1868):The Origins 
of Academics and Decorum

2 Kakaa Denka : The Silk Story of Gunma
3 Flourishing Folk Culture Under the Rule of the Maeda Family of Kaga
4 The Noto Peninsula : Where the Light Dances
5 Wakasa Province : A Cultural Heritage Linking the Sea to the Ancient 

Capital
6 An Ancient Castle Town with the Spirit of Nobunaga’s Hospitality
7 Saiku : The Palace of the Imperial Princess and the Spirit of Ise
8 Lake Biwa and Its Surroundings : A Water Heritage Site of Life and Prayer
9 A Historical Walk through 800 Years of Japanese Tea
10 Dekansho-Bushi : Hometown Memories Passed Down in Folk Songs
11 The Dawn of Japan : Women in the Asuka Period
12 A Site for Purifying the Six Roots of Perception and Healing the Six Senses~
 Japan’s Most Dangerous National Treasure and Temples and a World-

Famous Radon Hot Spring
13 Tsuwano Then and Now : Exploring the Town of Tsuwano Through the 

One Hundred Landscapes of Tsuwano
14 A Miniature Garden City from the Middle Ages Built Around the 

Onomichi Channel
15 Henro : The Pilgrimage Route and 88 Temples of Shikoku
16 The Ancient Capital of Western Japan : A Political Center of Cultural 

Exchange with East Asia
17 The Frontier Islands of Iki and Tsushima,Goto : The Ancient Bridge to the 

Continent
18 The Culture of Sagara Family : 700 Years of a Conservative Yet Innovative 

Spirit in one of Japan’s Richest Remote Regions

1 	“Date”	(Dandified)	Culture	Cultivated	by	Masamune
2 	Journey of Rebirth Through Nature and Religion: Dewa Sanzan Hike 

Beginning from 2,446 Stone Steps Surrounded by Cedar Trees More Than 
300 Years Old 

3 	Aizu 33 Kannon Pilgrimage: Bygone Aizu Culture Seen Through the Pilgrimage
4 	Future Opened by a Single Waterway: The Final Dream and Path of the 

Pioneer Toshimichi Okubo (Koriyama/Inawashiro) 
5 	Edo Period Travelogue of Four Hokuso Cities—Hokuso Neighborhoods 

with Edo Period Nostalgia: Sakura, Narita, Sawara and Choshi—
Four Representative Townscapes of Edo Suburbs Which Supported the 
Population of 1 Million People in Edo City 

6 	Site of Faith and Pleasure Outings for Edo Commoners: Oyama Worship 
Carrying a Giant Wooden Swords

7 	Onward to Kamakura!—Mosaic Town Depicting History and Culture

8 	What in the World?!—Earthenware Flame Pot of the Shinano River Basin 
and Culture of Snowy Regions

9 	Tale of Walking with Precious Stones: Komatsu—Culture of Stones 
Polished Over Time

10  Kiso Road Runs Entirely Through the Mountains: Protecting Mountains, 
Living in the Mountains

11 	Skills and Spirit of Hida Craftsmen: 1,300 Years of Tradition Together 
with Trees

12  Awaji Island, the Birthplace of Japan According to the “Kojiki” (The 
Oldest History Book of Japan) : Work of Divers Who Supported the 
Ancient Country

13  Lifestyle and Spirit of People Who Were Blessed by the Forest and 
Nurtured the Forest: Yoshino, the Birthplace of Afforestation is Lined 
With Beautiful Trees

14 	Living Together With Whales
15  The Daisen Cattle and Horse Market: Japan's Largest Livestock Market 

Cultivated from Jizo Worship 
16  Records of Izumonokuni Tatara: A Tale Born from 1,000 Years of 

Ironmaking
17  “Chinjufu” (Navy Base) : Yokosuka, Kure, Sasebo, Maizuru—Towns 

Where You Can Experience the Dynamism of Japanese Modernization
18  Base of Japan's Most Powerful Pirate: Geiyo Islands—The Memory of 

the "Murakami Kaizoku" Pirates Comes Back to Life
19  Hizen Province, the Birthplace of Japanese Porcelain: Exploring Pottery 

of Diverse Beauty 

2015

2016

Japan Heritage sites 
designated in 2015/2016

＝2015 Collective

＝2015 Local

＝2016 Collective

＝2016 Local
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　Through designation as cultural prop-
erty types such as National Treasures, 
Important Cultural Properties, Historic 
Sites, Places of Scenic Beauty, and Nat-
ural Monument as based on the Act for 
the Protection of Cultural Properties, the 
previous national administration on cul-
tural properties focused on designated 
and preserving each property as a “Site” 
(Figure1) based on certain regulations.
　Conversely, in order to encourage ef-
fective preservation and use of regional 
cultural properties, i t is effective to 
comprehensively assess cultural prop-
ert ies beyond designated types, and 
to understand those cultural proper-
ties based on a certain theme or story. 
Accordingly, the Agency for Cultural 
Affairs is working to support munici-
palities in comprehensive assessment 
of cultural properties and the surround-
ing environment, and in formulating a 
Basic Scheme for Historic and Cultural 
Properties which defines policy for sys-
tematic use of cultural properties.
　However, as of March 2016, only 42 
municipalities in Japan have formulated 

a scheme. Furthermore, even among 
municipalities which have formulated a 
scheme, there are few examples of the 
scheme actually being used to produce 
results. As such, it cannot be said that 
the program has been sufficiently dis-
seminated throughout Japan.
　There are numerous tangible and in-
tangible cultural properties throughout 
Japan. These cultural properties can 
used to contribute to the reconfirma-
tion of identity by regional citizens and 
to regional branding by developing a 
system to convey the appeal of the prop-
erties while instilling them with a story 
and implementing systematic commu-
nity-development policy in which core 
cultural properties are linked with in-
dustrial promotion, tourism promotion, 
personnel cultivation, and other ele-
ments of the applicable region (including 
surrounding areas). This will contribute 
significantly to regional revitalization. 
Ideally, in consideration of the benefits 
discussed above, municipalities would 
implement programs for the active use 
of cultural properties. However, it is 
necessary for the national government 
to implement policies which encourage 
municipalities to take initiative.
　As an effective measure for promot-
ing action by municipalities, we have 

created a program which recognizes as 
Japan Heritage the narratives of Japa-
nese culture and tradition through the 
historical appeal and unique features of 
regions. The program supports the com-
prehensive utilization of the appealing 
tangible and intangible cultural proper-
ties which are essential for telling these 
stories. 

(1) Regarding designation
　Designation of stories as Japan Her-
itage is based on the following three 
criteria:
① A story based on traditions or cus-

toms which are rooted in historical 
background or regional culture, and 
which have been passed on for gener-
ations.

② A clear theme that supports the re-
gion’s appeal is represented at the 
core of the story. This can include 
regional cultural properties such as 
structures, archaeological sites, sight-
seeing spots, and local festivals.

③ Inclusion of a narrative, rather than 

simply a summary of regional his-
tory and a description of local cultural 
properties.

　Stories designated as Japan Heritage 
are placed in the following two catego-
ries (Figure2).
・Local Category: A narrative pertaining 
to one municipality
・Collective Category (Network Cate-
gory): A narrative pertaining to several 
municipalities

　When applying, a list of cultural prop-
erties essential for telling the story must 
be attached to the narrative. This list 
may contain all tangible and intangible 
cultural properties of the region, includ-
ing locally recognized and unrecognized 
cultural properties. However, the list 
must contain at least one nationally-des-
ignated cultural property.

(2) Application procedures
     for designation 
　The Agency for Cultural Affairs will 
annually solicit applications at the pre-
fectural level for designation as Japan 
Heritage.

① Applicant
T h e a p p l i c a n t m u s t b e a m u n i c i -
pal government. Applications should 
be submitted to the Agency for Cul-
tural Affairs via prefectural education 
committees. Applications under the 
Collective Category may be submit-
ted jointly in the name of all relevant 
cities or municipal governments. If 
the municipal governments are in the 
same prefecture, the prefecture may 
apply on their behalf.

② Conditions for applying for designa-
tion
Site submissions for the Local Cat-
egory must meet at least one of the 
following conditions:

 ・A munic ipa l government tha t has 
formulated The Basic Scheme for His-
toric and Cultural Properties or Plan 
on Maintenance and Improvement of 
Traditional Scenery.

・A municipal government with submis-

sions that have been included on the 
World Heritage List Nominations or 
its Tentative List.

When applying for designation in the 
Collective Category, it is preferable for 
the conditions listed above to be ful-
filled,	but	not	required.

(3) Judgment by the Japan Heritage 
      Review Board
　Submitted stories are designated as 
Japan Heritage based on the judgment 
of the Japan Heritage Review Board per 
the following criteria.

(Criteria)
① The narrative describes the distinct 

historical features of the area as well 
as supporting the appeal of Japan as a 
whole.

* In specific terms, a comprehensive 
review of submissions is judged by 
the following points:

(1) Interest: The narrative should en-
courage and develop visitors’ interest 
in the area

(2) Originality: The narrative reveals 
new insights and information about 
the area.

(3) Appeal: The narrative is easily and 
clearly understood without specific 
knowledge

(4) Uniqueness: The narrative has ex-
ceptional aspects not found in other 
areas of Japan

(5) Local: The narrative includes unique 
local culture

② There is a concrete strategy for re-
al izing a future vision of regional 
development while taking advantage 

of its cultural properties.

③ Efforts are coordinated to revitalize 
the local areas through Japan Heri-
tage, such as strategic and effective 
domestic/international promotion of 
the narratives.

　83 stories from 238 municipalities in 
40 prefectures were submitted for desig-
nation as Japan Heritage in 2015. Based 
on judgment by a meeting of the Japan 
Heritage Review Board held on April 
21, 18 submissions were designated as 
Japan Heritage.
　The 18 groups designated as Japan 
Heritage in 2015 gathered at the “Japan 
Heritage Summit in Tanba Sasayama,” 
which was held on February 20, 2016 
in Sasayama City. At the summit, a Ja-
pan Heritage Federation was formed in 
order to strengthen horizontal relation-
ships among designated groups and to 
actively convey information, dissem-
inate knowledge, and raise awareness 
both domestically and internationally 
for stories in Japan. Moving forward, 
while call ing for part icipation from 
newly designated groups, the federation 
will convey and exchange information 
among designated groups, ensure the 
preservation of the tradition and cul-
ture rooted in designated groups, and 
conduct strategic review for attracting 
Japanese and foreign tourists through 
broad partnerships.

Japanese Heritage and 
Events Leading to 
the Creation of 
Japan Heritage

Application and Criteria 
for Designation as 
Japan Heritage

Previous Administration on Cultural Properties

Designate and preserve each property as a “Site”
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Historic sites 
Places of Scenic Beauty

Intangible cultural heritage, 
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Focus on 
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Japan Heritage

Link each narrative, region and Cultural Property 
to promote Japan Heritage
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regional identity recognition
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a fascinating story 
in our town.

Figure1  Difference between previous administration on cultural properties and Japan Heritage

Figure2  Difference between Local Category and Collective Category
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